
No Trick Here - With The Great Smoky Mountains, It’s All Treat!

PEANUTS™ The Great Pumpkin Patch Express

This is a sampling from the original article;

Original article is 1,298 words and will include all current information, including phone numbers, dates and other pertinent information for travel.

D.K. Geegan
Instead of watching our 4-1/2 year old “dragon” sweat-to-death on Halloween, my family opted to head for the Smoky Mountains.  Living in Florida, we pretty much know that there is a 99.9% chance that come October 31st the weather will “trick us again” into feeling like July 4th; complete with a “melting jack-o-lantern” on the front porch.  But even if you live in a spectacular seasonal place, we feel, this family trip at Halloween is hard to beat and is packed with fun for everyone!

After boarding the train, we left historic Dillsboro and headed for the pumpkin patch.  Our son, and all the other children, were beaming with excitement.  It was wise to have a copy of the book, “It’s The Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown” with us; it made the 30 minute train ride fly by.  When the train came to a screeching halt, the larger-than-life “PEANUTS™ gang,” Snoopy, Lucy and Charlie Brown were all waiting for us. 

... Under the big top, our eyes adjusted to the blackness, finally focusing in on dimly lit rows of miniature trick or treat “houses.”  It was essentially a trick-or-treat wonderland.  All the little houses were lined with tiny strands of lights and adorned with dimly lit doorbells.  Eagerly moving from one door to the next, Gannon gathered candy until he finally got the classic “Charlie Brown rock” from one ‘homeowner.’   

Since we could not dine on candy alone, a reputable vendor was on site selling burgers, hot dogs, sandwiches and drinks.  Though I managed to fill up on roasted marshmallows; probably since this ignited so many childhood camping memories.  Along with the other activities was this large fire-pit roaring away and a staffer handing each of us a long roasting stick ...

 Families won’t have trouble finding other things to do nearby; earlier in the week we found The Oconaluftee Visitor Center, located in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  Here we explored the Mountain Farm Museum where farm buildings depict life back around 1900.  ...

Travel writer Diana Krause Geegan lives in St. Petersburg, FL.

